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Are We There Yet?: The Golden Age of the
American Family Vacation (Paperback)
By Susan Sessions Rugh

University Press of Kansas, United States, 2010. Paperback. Condition: New. Reprint. Language:
English . Brand New Book. When TV celebrity Dinah Shore sang See the USA in your Chevrolet, 1950s
America took her to heart. Every summer, parents piled the kids in the back seat, threw the luggage
in the trunk, and took to the open highway. Chronicling this innately American ritual, Susan Rugh
presents a cultural history of the American middle-class family vacation from 1945 to 1973, tracing
its evolution from the establishment of this summer tradition to its decline. The first in-depth look at
post-World War II family travel, Rugh s study recounts how postwar prosperity and mass
consumption--abetted by paid vacation leave, car ownership, and the new interstate highway
system--forged the ritual of the family road trip and how that ritual became entwined with what it
meant to be an American. With each car a safe haven from the Cold War, vacations became a
means of strengthening family bonds and educating children in parental values, national heritage,
and citizenship. Rugh s history looks closely at specific types of trips, from adventures in the Wild
West to camping vacations in national parks to summers at Catskill resorts. It...
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Reviews
Complete guide for publication enthusiasts. I have read and i am sure that i will going to study again once again in the future. Your way of life period will
be transform once you total looking over this publication.
-- Sha yne O 'Conner
This composed publication is great. It is one of the most remarkable publication i have got read through. I am just quickly could get a delight of looking at
a composed book.
-- Ca den B uckr idg e
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